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Name of Institution  College of Charleston 
 
Name, Title, Phone number, and email address of Accreditation Liaison 
 
Pamela Isacco Niesslein, Ph.D. 
Associate VP for Accountability and Accreditation & SACS Liaison 
AAPA Office: 843-953-7526 
niessleinp@cofc.edu  
 
Name, Title, Phone number, and email address of Technical Support person for 
the Compliance Certification  
 
John McCarron 
Director, Technology and  Information Resources 
AAPA Office: 843-953-7526 
mccarronj@cofc.edu 
 
Educational Programs 
 
1. Level of offerings (Check all that apply) 
 

  Diploma or certificate program(s) requiring less than one year beyond Grade 12 
  Diploma or certificate program(s) of at least two but fewer than four years of work beyond 

  Grade 12 
  Associate degree program(s) requiring a minimum of 60 semester hours or the equivalent 

  designed for transfer to a baccalaureate institution 
  Associate degree program(s) requiring a minimum of 60 semester hours or the equivalent 

  not designed for transfer 
  Four or five-year baccalaureate degree program(s) requiring a minimum of 120 semester 

  hours or the equivalent 
  Professional degree program(s) 
  Master's degree program(s) 
  Work beyond the master's level but not at the doctoral level (such as Specialist in 

  Education) 
  Doctoral degree program(s) 
  Other (Specify) Post-baccalaureate certificates 
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Types of Undergraduate Programs (Check all that apply)  
 

  Occupational certificate or diploma program(s) 
  Occupational degree program(s) 
  Two-year programs designed for transfer to a baccalaureate institution  
  Liberal Arts and General 
  Teacher Preparatory 
  Professional 

        Other (Specify)       
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History and Characteristics 
 
The College of Charleston is situated in the midst of a city that treasures its past while 
promoting its future, the College of Charleston and The Graduate School of the College 
of Charleston share one of the nation’s most beautiful historic campuses. Founded in 
1770 and chartered in 1785, the College is the oldest institution of higher education in 
South Carolina and the thirteenth oldest in the United States. In 1836 it became the 
nation’s first municipal college, and in 1970 the College joined the state higher education 
system. In 1992, The Graduate School of the College of Charleston was established for 
graduate studies, professional development and community services, and faculty 
research and grant administration. Today, this modern, thriving academic institution 
offers a world-class liberal arts education for more than 10,000 undergraduate and 
graduate students. 
 
The College’s destiny is excellence in education. Of the 522 full-time roster faculty, 85% 
have earned the Ph.D. or the highest degrees in their fields (taken from the common 
data set for the fall 2006 semester). The student/faculty ratio is 13:1. An enduring 
commitment to the liberal arts and sciences is seen in the core curriculum of the College, 
which requires study in English, history, modern and classical languages, math, science, 
the arts, and the social sciences. More than 49 degrees in 44 majors and 24 
interdisciplinary minors, innovative teaching techniques such as a marketing course 
taught entirely in French, and national and international exchange programs with 
academic institutions in Europe, Africa, and Asia, as well as colleges throughout the 
United States, offer global opportunities for intellectual and personal growth. Students in 
the Paul T. Nelson Global Logistics and Transportation Program study operations at one 
of the nation’s busiest ports, aspiring marine biologists explore the rich “living laboratory” 
of the region’s coastline, and promising artists develop their skills by participating 
internationally acclaimed arts festivals, including Spoleto, U.S.A. These are only a few of 
the distinctive education options to students matriculating at the College of Charleston. 
 
 
List of Degrees 
 
The College of Charleston is accredited by the Commission on Colleges of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS) to award the Artium Baccalaureates, the 
Bachelor of Arts, the Bachelor of Science, the Master of Arts, the Master of Arts in 
Teaching, the Master of Science, the Master of Education, and the Master of Public 
Administration. The program majors and concentrations within those degrees are 
attached to this document. 
 
 
Locations and Distance Education 
 
The College of Charleston is located in downtown Charleston, South Carolina. We have 
an additional site that offers a selection of general degree requirement courses at the 
College of Charleston-North (note we use the word campus in the generic sense to 
describe this location—it is governed by the College of Charleston’s Board of Trustees, 
has a budget that is set through the standard budgeting process, and reports to the 
President of the College, Conrad D. Festa). There is not a site where a student can 
obtain 50% of their degree credits except at the downtown campus. 
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The College has a very limited number of courses whose primary delivery mechanism is 
electronic (mainly through our WebCT system) that also have at the minimum an 
organizational meeting at the College’s downtown or North Area sites. The students are 
primarily from the State of South Carolina, although in some cases may be located in 
other states. 
 
There are no undergraduate degree programs that are offered via non-traditional 
delivery methods and the only certificate program through which a majority of the credits 
may be earned via electronic methods is the Certificate in Teaching English to Speakers 
of Other Languages (ESOL). 
 
 
Accreditation 
 
The following agencies accredit a selection of College of Charleston programs. The date 
of the last review is indicated in the second column. There are no sanctions or negative 
actions taken by any of these accrediting bodies (including the Commission) during the 
past two years previous to the submission of this report in regard to your institution. 
 

Agency 
Date of Last 

Review 

Any Sanctions/ 
Negative Actions 
in last 2 years? 

American Assembly of Collegiate Schools of 
Business - International Association for Management 
Education 
  

 
2005 

 
No 

Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health 
Education Programs 
  

2005 No 

Computing Accreditation Commission of the 
Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology  

 
2001 

 
No 

National Association of Schools of Music 
 

2005 
 

No 

National Association of Schools of Public Affairs and 
Administration 
  

1998 No 

National Council for Accreditation of Teacher 
Education 

 
2004 

 
No 

  

 
 
Relationship to the U.S. Department of Education  
 
The College of Charleston has no limitations, suspensions, or terminations by the U.S. 
Department of Education in regard to student financial aid or other financial aid 
programs during the previous three years. 
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